LMX-157 

Claims 

That which is claimed is: 

1 . (Currently amended) An assembly for releasably securing a mirror 
support arm and a tie-bar together on a vehicle, the assembly comprising: 

a mirror support arm for supporting a mirror; 

a tie-bar for connection between said support arm and the vehicle; 

a connection head having a connection element carried by one of 
said support arm and tie-bar; 

a holder carried by the other of said support arm and tie-bar for 
attaching with said connection element; 

a positive lock assembly disposed proximate the connection 
element, the positive lock assembly d e fining a spr i ng constant urging having a 
locking element of the posit i v e lock assembly to a r e st i ng and a biasing element 
urging said locking element to a locking position with respect to said holder and 
yielding to allow the locking element of th e positiv e lock ass e mb l y to be moved in 
response to an external force so that said holder and connection element may be 
detached ; and 

said holder conf i gur e d so as to slidably receive receiving said 
connection element, the said holder d e f i ning having a swivel face having with a 
depression th e r ei n , the said locking element of th e pos i t i v e lock assemb l y 
positionable in the said depression in said locking position , tho spring constant of 
th e pos i tiv e l ock a ss e mbly and said biasing element urging the positive lock 
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assembly to tho resting said locking position in the said depression sueh so that 
the holder is ro l oasab l y detachablv secured to the said connection head. 

2. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the 
connection head furth e r d e fin e s includes a seat and a mounting e l e m e nt, th e s e at 
configured to receive the positive lock assembly, the and a mounting element 
configured to mount the connection head to th e mirror support arm one of said 
support arm and tie-bar . 

3. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 2, wherein the positive 
lock assembly defines a flange configured for seating m with the seat of the said 
mounting element. 

4. (Original) The assembly of Claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of 
the positive lock assembly defines a ball-shaped cross-section. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 5, wherein the tie bar 
and holder are configured for displacement away from th e along a longitudinal 
axis such that the holder i s slidabl e onto or apart from the and connection 
element are slidable together or apart to respectively couple or uncouple the 
holder and the rotat i on connection element. 

7. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the said 
holder includes a plurality of retaining projections and respective having recesses 
dispos e d defined between the retaining projections and the said swivel face for 
slidablv receiving said , th e rec e ss e s s l idab le about th e connection element, the 
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said retaining projections extending inwardly at an ang le in a d i rect i on of th e 
toward said depression of said swivel face . 

8. (Original) The assembly of Claim 7, wherein the retaining 
projections are spaced apart from one another so as to swivably interlock the 
connection element of the connection head therebetween. 

9. (Original) The assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the holder has a U- 
shaped cross-section. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 1 , further including an 
open end defined in the holder and a guide channel defined in the open end, the 
open end configured to receive the connection element, the guide channel 
configured to receive and depress the positive lock assembly to swivably 
interlock the holder and the connection head. 

1 1 . (Original) The assembly of Claim 10, wherein the guide channel 
has a bowl-shaped cross-section. 

12. (Original) The assembly of Claim 1 0, wherein a width of the 
guide channel narrows from the open end in a direction of the depression. 

1 3. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 1 , further wherein said 
positive lock assembly i nc l uding includes a spring holder conf i gur e d for 
attachm e nt b e tw ee n th e carried by said connection head and th e m i rror support 
afm, the said spring holder d e fining having a surface shaped complementary to 
the one of said tie-bar and mirror support arm and conf i gured to soat tho mirror 
support arm . 
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14. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 13, furth e r including a 
spring element disposed between the said connection head and the said spring 
holder, the said spring holder defining a spring seat to seat the said spring 
element. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The assembly of Claim 14, wherein the said 
spring holder defines a catch for attachment to the said connection head to 
captur e th e retain said spring element between the said connection head and the 
spring holder. 

16. (Currently amended) A vehicle mirror assembly fef mounting a mirror 
to a vehicle comprising: 

a mirror support arm for supporting a mirror; 
a tie-bar carried between said vehicle and said support arm; 
a connection head having a connection element carried by one of 
said tie-bar and support arm; 

a holder carried by the other of said tie-bar and support arm for 

» 

connection to said connection element ; 

a positive lock assembly d i spos e d proximat e th e carried by said 
connection element, the said positive lock assembly d e fin i ng a spring constant 
having a biasing element urging a locking element th e posit i v e l ock ass e mbly 
toward a r e sting into a locking position with said holder ; and 

said holder d e fin i ng having a swivel face hav i ng with a depression 
formed therein, th e pos i t i v e lock ass e mb l y said locking element yieldable to by 
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application of an external force aga i nst the sw i v el fac e and posit i onabl e i n th e 
d e pr e ss i on, the spr i ng constant of th e posit i ve lock ass e mb l y to movement and 
disengagement from said depression; said biasing element urging th e pos i t i v e 
lock ass e mb l y to the r e st i ng pos i t i on said locking element into said locking 
position in the said depression sueh so that the said holder is rotatably secured to 
the said connection head. 

17. (Currently amended) The vehicle mirror assembly of Claim 16, 
wherein the said connection head further defines a seat configured to receive the 
said positive lock assembly. 

18. (Currently amended) The vehicle mirror assembly of Claim 16, 
wherein th e pos i t i v e lock ass e mb l y i nclud e s a said locking m e chan i sm element 
and includes a spring element , th e spr i ng e l e m e nt configured to urge the locking 
mechanism towards th e r e st i ng said locking position. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) The vehicle mirror assembly of Claim 16, 
wherein the said tie bar and th e ho l d e r ar e is configured for displacement away 
from th e along a longitudinal axis such that the said holder i s slidab le onto or 
apart from and the connection element disk are slidable relative to each other to 
r e sp e ct i v el y couple or uncouple the holder and the connection element. 

21. (Currently amended) The vehicle mirror assembly of Claim 16, 
wherein the holder includes two retaining projections and r e sp e ctiv e having 
recesses dispos e d b e tw ee n th e proj e ctions and th e sw i v e l fac e , tho connoct i on 
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for slidablv receiving said connection element slidable between the said 
recesses, foe-two said retaining projections extending inwardly at an ang l o in a 
d i r e ct i on of th e toward said depression. 

22. (Original) The vehicle mirror assembly of Claim 16, further 
including an open end defined in the holder and a guide channel disposed in the 
open end, the open end configured to receive the connection element, the guide 
channel configured to receive and depress the positive lock assembly to swivably 
interlock the holder and the connection head. 

23. (Currently amended) A method for attaching a vehicle mirror 
assembly to a vehicle body said assembly including a tie-bar for connection to 
the vehicle, a support arm for connection to said tie-bar, and a mirror carried by 
said support arm , the method comprising the steps of: 

pivotally attaching a first end of a tie bar to a vehicle; 

mounting a connection head to one of a second end of the said tie 
bar or to a and said mirror support arm for supporting a mirroMhe wherein said 
connection head d e fin i ng includes a connection element; 

mounting a holder to the other end of said th e s e cond e nd of the t ie 
bar or th e mirror support arm; 

ins e rting providing a positive lock ing element ass e mb l y proximat e 
tho conn e ct i on e l e m e nt, th e posit i v e l ock assembly defin i ng a spr i ng constant for 
and a biasing element having a spring constant for urging the said positive 
locking ass e mb l y to a r e st i ng position and for yi el ding th e pos i tiv e lock ass e mb l y 
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to an e xt e rnal foro e element into a locking position between said connection 
element and said holder ; and 

sliding the holder and the connection element together, th e ho l der 
d e f i n i ng a sw i v el faco having a d e pr e ssion there i n, th e positiv e lock ass e mb l y 
yioldablo to tho externa l force and positionab l o i n the d e pr e ssion, th e spring 
constant of tho pos i tive l ock assemb l y urging tho pos i t i ve lock assemb l y to the 
r e sting pos i t i on in the depr e ssion such so that said locking element engages with 
a depression formed in a swivel face of said holder so that the said holder and 
the said connection head are rotatably secured together. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, furth e r comprising the 
step of displacing the said tie bar along a longitudinal axis of the tie bar for one of 
sliding the holder and the connection element apart or for sliding the holder and 
the connection element together. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, wh e r e in th e ho l d e r 
includes providing a holder having a plurality of retaining projections and 
resp e ct i v e having recesses disposed between tho retaining projections and th e 
sw i v el fac e , th e r e c e ss e s s li dab le about and sliding said recesses over the 
connection element , th e r e ta i n i ng proj e ctions e xt e nd i ng i nward l y at an ang le i n a 
d i r e ct i on of th e d e pr e ss i on . 

27. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further including the 
step of depressing the positive lock assembly as th e hold e r and the conn e ct i on 
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head ar e slid together, tho providing a holder d e fin i ng having an open end th e r e in 
and a guide channel disposed in the open end, the open end configured to 
receive the connection element, the guide channel configured to receive and 
depress the positive lock assembly , and sliding the holder and connection head 
together . 
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